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and the doctrine that during the vacancy of the throne the
king's peace was interrupted made it necessary that the
coronation should take place as early as possible. Henry II,
Richard I, and John had each been in France when his prede-
cessor died, and during the interval before the coronation had
been entitled Duke of Normandy, or, sometimes, ' dominus
Angliae ;' and the maintenance of the peace had been ensured
by the chief justiciar. On this occasion the distance of Pales-
tine from England rendered such delay very dangerous; the
archbishopric of Canterbury was vacant, and the office of chief
justiciar, in its ancient sense, had come to an end. The royal
council appears, therefore, to have recognized Edward's here-
ditary right, and the fealty of the barons, as perfecting his
title to the name of king, previous to coronation ; and from
henceforth (with the single exception of Edward III) to the
deposition of Henry VI the date of the king's accession was
the day following the death of his predecessor. From that
event onwards the throne has never been regarded as vacant
by death ; the new reign beginning from the moment at which
the old one ceases.

EDWARDUS Dei gratia rex Angliae, dominus Hyberniae et
dux Aquitanniae, vicecomiti Eboracensi, salutem. Cum de-
functo jam Celebris memoriae domino Henrico rege, patre
nostro, ad nos regni gubernaculum, successione haereditaria
ac procerum regni voluntate et fidelitate nobis praestita, sit
devolutum, per quod nomine nostro, qui in exhibitione justitiae
et pacis conservatione omnibus et singulis de ipso regno sumus
ex mine debitores, pacem nostram dicti magnates et fideles
nostri jam fecerunt proclamari ; tibi praecipimus quod per
totam ballivam tuam in singulis civitatibus et burgis, feriis,
mercatis, et locis aliis, pacem nostram publice clamari et firrm-
ter teneri facias, inhibendo omnibus et singulis sub periculo
exhaeredationis, necnon amissionis vitae et membrorum, ne quis
pacem nostram infringere praesumat. Nos enirn omnibus et
singulis, in omnibus juribus et rebus ipsos contingentibus,
contra quoscunque tarn majores quam minores parati sumus
et erimus plenam, auctore Domino, justitiam exhibere.